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 Strand Activity Groups Included in every activity 
group: 

1 P & A 2 Cover the board Explore More pages 
Explorer Progress pages 
Relevant Assessment cards 
Assessment tracker file - 
excel 
 

2  Dartboard 
3  Guess which shape is in the bag 
4  Which coins are in the purse? 
5  Three in a row 
6  Building oblongs 
7 P & A 3 Odds and evens 
8  Investigating odds and evens with socks 
9  Odds and evens with Numicon shapes 
10  Patterns of addition with odds and evens 
11 Cal 5  Halves and quarters 
12  Sandwiches with halves and quarters 
13  Halves and quarters of squares 
14  Halves and quarters of circles 
15  Halves and quarters of discrete objects 
16 Mea 4 Heavier and lighter 
17  Weighing using a pan balance 
18  Comparing weights of three objects 
19  Weighing using non std. and pan balance 
20 Mea 5 Finding what holds more or less 
21  Finding how much a container holds 
22  Finding capacities of non- std units 
23  Measuring more accurately 

 
For example: Cal 5 Halves and quarters of wholes 
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Halving Shapes
How this will help your child
t� This activity will help your child to explore the 

connections between doubling numbers 1–5.  
t� It will also give them a chance to practise halving 

numbers 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10.

Words and phrases to use
double, half, add, more, subtract, minus, equal,  
‘how many left?’

You will need
t� Colouring pencils
t� Scissors
t� Glue

During the activity, look at what your  
child can do
t� Put two identical Numicon Shapes together to 

double a number.
t� Notice that they can halve the total by taking one 

of those Shapes away. 
t� Remember double facts, e.g. 1!+!1!=!2, 2!+!2!=!4,  

3!+!3!=!6, 4!+!4!=!8, 5!+!5!=!10.

What to do
t� Give your child the Halving Shapes sheet and ask 

them to colour in the Numicon 2-, 4-, 6-, 8- and 
10-shapes.

t� Cut out each Shape. Ask your child where they 
need to cut the Shapes if they want to cut them 
in!half. 

t� Help your child to carefully cut each Shape in half 
and say the subtracting number sentence,  
e.g.!8 take away 4 equals 4. 1

t� Take the two halves of each Shape and use the 
glue to stick both halves onto the Shape outlines 
on the Halving Shapes sheet. 

t� Say the adding number sentence for this,  
e.g. 4 add 4 equals 8. 2

Calculating 5, Halves and quarters of wholes
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Next steps…
t� See if your child can help you solve some 

doubling and halving word problems, 
e.g.!‘Anna had "ve pens. Jo had double the 
amount of pens. How many did Jo have? 
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Practice and discussion: Whole-class 
 

x Discuss with children how and when the mathematics they have been learning could help 
them in solving problems. 

x Take opportunities to discuss half/halves and quarter(s) as they occur in everyday situations, 
e.g. drinking half a carton of juice, the first half of a play or a football match. 

x Show children a Numicon 1- 2-, 3- 4- or 5-shape saying this is half of another Shape. Ask 
them to show you the whole Shape. 

x Show children an even Numicon Shape, and ask them to show you a Shape that would be 
half. Vary by asking them to show you the two Shapes that show the two halves. 

x Using contexts within the school day ask children questions where they have to find double 
or half, e.g. ‘We only have 3 apples but double the amount of children would like an apple 
today. What should we do?’ Also include questions such as, ‘The answer is 10, what did I 
double?’ and ‘4 is half, what was the total?’ 

 


