
       

Introducing the new  
Firm Foundations 

Play-based learning with 
richer content for children 
aged 3-5, making this a 
excellent programme for 
transition to school, with the 
latest best practice 



 New Numicon* Firm Foundations… 
 Learning Through Play 

Available from July 
 
•  Teaching Pack  
•  Apparatus Packs – 
    Group and 1:1 options 
•  Numicon Online support 
•  Foam Shapes 
•  Pan balances 
•  Software for IWB 



Indoor and outdoor 
Child-initiated balanced with adult-led activities 



Firm Foundation covers: 

•  Numbers 0–20  

•  doubling, halving, sharing 

•  part/whole relationships 

•  equivalence – comparing two groups 

•  Geometry interwoven - 2D and 3D shapes 

•  Measurement interwoven - size, distance, money, weight, 
capacity, time… 

Ages 3 – 5 - Early childhood – New Entrants 
 

e.g. – ‘equals’ introduced with length in AG6, 2D and 
3D shapes, symmetry link with doubling 



Key features: 

•  balance between adult-led and child-
initiated learning 

•  variety of different learning areas 
(sand, water, construction, small 
world...) 

•  particular emphasis on learning outside 

•  making use of stories, themes and 
opportunities from other parts of the 
curriculum in maths learning 

 

Ages 3 – 5 - Early childhood – New Entrants 
 



1.  Teaching Guide 

2.  Planning 

3.  Activity Groups 

4.  Photocopy Masters 

 

What’s in the new folder? 
 
 
 



 
 

•  Current best practice 

 

•  Putting the Numicon approach 
into practice – how?   
(planning, assessment, 
environment) 
 

•  Key Mathematical Ideas – 
deep subject knowledge 

 

1. Teaching Guide 
 
 
 
 
 



 
•  Long term planning  

 
 

2.  Planning 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
•  Medium term planning 

•  Guide to Activity Group 
 

2.  Planning 
 
 
 
 
 



 

•  21 Activity Groups – 4 pages each 

•  The first 2, A and B are COUNTING for use throughout the 
year or years if used from age 3 

 

 

3.  Activity Groups 
 



•  Opening page - educational context, words and terms, 
Learning Opportunities, Assessment Opportunities, Key 
Mathematical Ideas 

•  Whole class / Structured / Explorative activities 

•  Stories, songs and rhymes 

•  Cross-curricular links 

 

3.  Activity Groups 
 
 
 
 
 



 

•  Progression of 21 Activity Groups  

•  One to two weeks of activities each 

•  Counting activities run alongside these 

•  Total of 38 weeks, equivalent to NPC and GMS in Numicon 
1-6  

 

3.  Activity Groups 
 
 
 
 
 



•  15 black/white Photocopy Masters  
 

•  Editable versions and lots of extra 
printable resources online… 

 

Photocopy masters 
 
 

Also on Numicon Online… 
 
 •  Planning and assessment support 

•  Videos for getting started 

•  Curriculum matching 
•  ‘Counting and number ideas book’ 

for capturing evidence 
 



 

Clear guidance:  

•  Detailed progression 

•  Challenge, variation and 
extension 

•  Geometry and Measurement  

•  Indoor and outdoor activities 

•  Photos show the learning at 
a glance 



 

Clear guidance:  

•  Doing Maths together – whole 
class and groups 

•  Structured activities now 
including Cuisenaire 

•  Exploring…creative ideas for 
water, sand etc 

•  Stories, songs and rhymes 

•  Speech bubbles modelling 
language 

•  Curriculum links 



Opening page: 
Index of resources 
Filter box for searching 



Select Stage: Choose Firm Foundations 



Select Stage: Choose Firm Foundations 



Key areas 



Planning Resources Classroom Resources 



• A three year programme for children aged 3 – 5 
making a seamless transition to school. The second 
year children are at school, they begin Numicon 1, 
which begins with Securing Foundations as the 
review and extension 

• A year long programme for New Entrants 
• A ‘dip in and out’ book for New Entrants and Year 1 

as a Learning Through play resource 
 

Options for use: 
 
 
 


